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Existing Park Opportunities and Constraints

In the initial overview of the City of Huntington Park’s park inventory, the Consultant became
aware that, generally, the topography of the City’s park acreage is very flat. This gives an
opportunity for maximizing recreational activities within the parks; not losing space for slopes
between activity areas and transitional ramping between areas. Again, as a generalization,
the terrain does not create a hardship for the City in meeting full accessibility of its park
facilities.

Although the City’s park system dates back much earlier, the Federal government signed
into law Civil Rights legislation, known as Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in July,
1990. The ADA Accessibility Guidelines were adopted the following year. In summary,
these documents require “accessibility”; which is defined as “the combination of various
elements in a building or area which allows access, circulation, and the full use of the
building and facilities by persons with disabilities”.

Soon thereafter, in 1992, the City of Huntington Park’s General Plan, within the Open Space
and Conservation Element, is included the section Adequate and Balanced Park System.
Goal 4.0%learly states: “Develop and maintain a balanced system of open space, public
parks, and recreational facilities”. Policy 4.1 continues with: Provide active and passive
park and recreational facilities, based on the distribution of population within the City, to
serve the needs of residents of all ages, economic levels, and physical conditions. And
finally, in Policy 4.2 is stated: “Upgrade existing park facilities to improve park use and
appearance”.

As the Master Plan addresses the Opportunities and Constraints of the existing parks, the
three above-stated policy issues deserve being addressed.

1. Providing park and recreation facilities based on the distribution of population:

e The availability of existing parks is unevenly distributed within the City’s
population. From a purely “local service” perspective, all additional park
acquisitions should be strategically identified and acquired in neighborhood park-
deficient areas.

¢ From a “service efficiency” perspective, additional acreage at Salt Lake Park is a
logical objective.

2. Providing park and recreation facilities to serve the needs of residents of
all...physical conditions:

e As a generalization, the existing parks are sorely lacking in providing approved
surfacing as the “path of travel” to multiple recreational opportunities, from sports
field observation improvements to access to picnic tables. Most restroom
facilities fall far-short of meeting ADA Accessibility criteria.

¢ With all Capital Improvement Projects within the parks system, with the exception
of those purely replacing irrigation systems, landscape plantings, or other
improvements that have no impact on the path of travel to the park’s amenities, a
minimum of 20% of the CIP budget must go towards accessibility upgrades;
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either within affected park buildings or accessibility to other affected park
amenities.

3. Upgrade existing park facilities to improve park use and appearance:

e This Policy statement does not prioritize the expenditure of funds for increased
recreational opportunities or increased visual appearance, but rather states both
efforts should be viewed in the preparation of budgeting for each fiscal year’s
park Capital Improvement Program.

e |tis the recommendation of the Consultant that the political process of solicitation
of community support for candidate projects, with each year’'s budget preparation
and approval process, and ultimate decision of the City Council is an appropriate
process.

Salt Lake Park

Salt Lake Park is the largest park in Huntington
Park (20.9 acres) and is the most developed,
providing the most recreational opportunities.
Salt Lake Park is nearly centrally-located in a
north/south direction, while located along the
eastern boundary of the City. The Park is
bounded on the east by Salt Lake Ave.; on the
south by Florence Ave.; on the west by R-3
multiple-housing, as well as Newell St.; and on
the north by Saturn Ave. It is the home of the
large (27,750 sf) Community Center building,
which houses the Parks & Recreation
Department offices, as well as a second
recreation building (2,880 sf). Vehicular access to the park includes both a 58-space, and a
42-space on-site parking lots along Florence Avenue; three internal parking lots within the
central core of the park, totaling 37-spaces, 40-spaces, and 62-spaces respectively; two 38-
space on-site parking lots along Newell Avenue; a 53-space parking lot off Saturn Avenue;
and, finally, 122-spaces continuous marked along the opposite side of the street along Salt
Lake Ave. Totaling all marked parking spaces, the park is supported by 490 parking
spaces.

Salt Lake Park is very flat, offering opportunities for easy access for all recreational
amenities. Currently, however, paved access to picnic facilities and approved accessibility-
surfacing to playground equipment is well below mandated federal standards. The highly-
used Skate Park is directly in the heart of the park’s central core. lIts level of activity and
noise is relatively incompatible with surrounding passive recreational uses, but the cost of
relocation would be prohibitive. The former wading pool area has been closed down for an
extended period, and should be considered an appropriate area to renovate as an
interactive water play / splash pad facility. Its location appears to be appropriate for the
continued use as a water play facility, and the existing water and sewer utilities to this area
also suggest an appropriate continued use.

With the exception of 1 multipurpose field at Freedom Park, all sports-field activities within
the City take place at this park.
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The one soccer field is intensely used, and due for
major turf renovation, as is the entire park in general.
The large fenced multi-use field in the central core of
the park, highly used for soccer practicing, has
nearly all turf lost to extensive use with unsuccessful
efforts of rehabilitation.

This area is also the recipient of intermittent use as a
venue for traveling circuses and carnivals. While
offering short-term variety for family recreational
activities, these uses have proven to be highly
detrimental to the survival as healthy park turf areas.

With a City-wide deficiency in soccer fields, for both practice and games, and with nearly all
soccer play occurring at this park, the acquisition of the multiple-family unit properties,
totaling approximately 3 acres, should be successfully pursued by the City. With this
acquisition, two additional lighted full-size soccer fields can be constructed; preferably
developed as synthetic turf fields. The Projected Cost Estimates for this park include a
separate section specifically addressing the acquisition and development of this 3 acre
addition.

In support of requests for a designated area for musical and theatrical performances, the
redevelopment of portions of the park should include an open-air amphitheatre. Additional
picnic pavilions, a second concession stand to support additional soccer field development,
and a chess / card game plaza should also be explored for enhancement of services to the
community who use this park. (Please see (2) Conceptual Plans included in Section N).

Particularly due to the intense use of Salt Lake Park, in part due to the significant deficiency
in park acreage in the City, healthy stands of turf are very limited throughout the Park.
Initially, an entire replacement with a state-of-the-art irrigation system is essential. With
adequate support of appropriate applications of water, newly installed turf throughout the
park must be funded. And, to assure long-term success with the turf, a much higher
emphasis on a properly contracted and monitored horticultural management program must
be put in place. This should include more dedicated Renovation Periods, in which the fields
are closed to recreational activities for a minimum of 60-day periods.

ADA-accessible improvements will be required with any upgrade program for Salt Lake
Park, as stated in the introductory paragraph of this Section. More detailed design
evaluations and conceptual layout plans will confirm if the restroom building will need to be
demolished and totally replaced, as suggested in the Projected Cost Estimates, or can be
successfully modified to meet federal design criteria within the existing structure. Likewise,
picnic facilities throughout the park don't address ADA accessibility, and will require
modifications. Within the Action Plan Section, detailed cost projections include correcting
path of travel deficiencies within the park.
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Through a detailed Park Master Plan, with the follow-through of approved park upgrades,
the City will be able to realize a significantly higher recreation service level from this key
park within the City-wide system.

From the broad perspective in which the Parks & Recreation Master Plan looks at the
existing park facilities, this report suggests two alternatives to provide the addition of two
soccer fields at the park. The first alternative is to acquire an approximate 3-acre addition of
the southwest corner of the park (currently residential land uses). The second alternative is
to re-locate both the Parks Division and the Public Works Corporation Yards (to a yet
undetermined location) and allow the development of two additional soccer fields within this
area. This proposal looks at a different use of already owned property by the City. As later
described in the critique of Conceptual Plans for an alternate park site for Westside Park
(prepared by the design team of LAUSD), the Consultant strongly feels that alternate site is
not appropriate for a neighborhood park. Although at opposite sides of the City, from the
current Corporation Yards, that site’s consideration as an alternate Corporation Yard is a
much more compatible land use, than to be developed as a neighborhood park. (Please see
(2) Conceptual Plans included in Section N).

Civic Center Park

Directly adjacent to City Hall and the Police
Department, fronting on Miles Ave., the 4.0
acre Civic Center Park is a delightful space
for passive recreational activities and a lunch
spot for many City staff members and public
alike. The park is well-canopied with mature
trees throughout much of the park, and the
centrally located Snack Stand offers food and
beverages for sale to all park users. Highly
used as a family picnic facility year-round;
again, the flat terrain of the park offers easy
access for physically challenged park
participants. However, the paved access for
picnic tables, barbeques, and benches falls well below the mandated federal ADA
standards. The restroom structure, although complimentary in its architectural style with the
Civic Center, falls far short of ADA accessibility. Further architectural studies will be required
to determine if the existing structure can even be modified to achieve the ADA standards for
wheelchair turn-around space.

In several locations within the park, with the late springtime field review of the park, the turf
has been worn down to bare soil, and an aged irrigation system leaves some turf areas too
dry and other portions too wet. The children’s play equipment area provides average play
opportunities, with the lack of ADA access for physically-challenged children. The addition of
play structure shade canopies, or additional trees in the playground area would offer more
comfortable summertime play. The picnic shelter, centered in the park’s core, is in need of
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significant renovation or total replacement (complimentary architectural style with the City
Hall building would be appropriate).

Likewise, further architectural evaluations will confirm if the Snack Stand can practically
receive upgraded renovation, or if the structure should be totally replaced to meet current
ADA and County Health standards.

Internal circulation, as well as the placement of amenities for passive recreational activities,
appears to be adequately provided. Again, ADA accessibility is sorely deficient; not due to
gradient limitations, but the lack of the provision of paths of travel.

As with each park described in this Master Plan, a detailed list of Capital Improvements can
be found in Section O. This includes specific types of improvements that address ADA
Accessibility.

Westside Park

Westside Park is the third largest park in the City’s park
system, (3.8 acres), and is surrounded by the arterial
Gage Avenue on the south, Regent St. on the west,
Clarendon Ave on the north, and Cottage Ave on the east.
Parking for the park is only accommodated by on-street
parking. This neighborhood park features a 3,250 sf
recreation center, an independent restroom building, and
various outdoor recreational amenities. The park sees
significant family activities, while youth and adult play on
the outdoor paved sports courts is quite common. The
multi-purpose field is extensively used as well.

The northerly area of the park, surrounding the children’s playground, is mounded turf, while
the remainder of the park is very flat. Turf throughout most of the park is in critical need of
replacement; both in the observation of late spring and in the early winter review. The only
turf that is acceptable is the northerly area in the vicinity of the children’s play area.

Contrary to the pleasing environment, provided by the recreation center facility, the restroom
building should be replaced with an entirely new structure that meets current ADA
accessibility standards.

The large picnic area must be modified to provide ADA
accessibility to tables and barbeques; both with the
addition of ADA picnic tables, and appropriate
surfacing to these facilities. Grade barriers have been
created by previously installed improvements and
require modification.

Generally, the park successfully places a critical role in
providing recreation opportunities for a variety of age
groups. Visibility into the park, for security of its users,
is generally good, with street frontage on all sides, with
the exception of the multiple-family housing along that portion of Cottage Avenue.
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Starting into the preparation of this Parks & Recreation Master Plan, the Consultant was told
that the existing Westside Park would be demolished and replaced at another site to the
north of this location by LAUSD, who planned to build a school on this existing park site.
The Consultant’s evaluations of the preliminary plans for the replacement site cause a great
level of concern that this alternative site will provide a significantly reduced safe recreational
service to the community. The alternative site cannot be viewed from public through streets
on three of the four sides; while the existing park is viewable from four sides, and will require
a significant number of current residents using Westside Park to travel further to reach the
new site. On-site security and recreational programs and park activities will be greatly
reduced, in the opinion of the Park Consultants.

The Projected Cost Estimates Section of this Master Plan addresses essential upgrades
and renovation to the existing Westside Park, rather than assume the site will be
demolished and replaced.

To continue with the review of Conceptual Plan Schemes A-E, please see the spreadsheet
on the following page.

Immediately following the spreadsheet, please see photographs depicting adjoining land
uses around the alternate Westside Park site.
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Proposed Westside Park Alternative Site Critique

ITEM FEATURE SCHEME A| SCHEME B| SCHEMEC [ SCHEMED |SCHEME E

la |Acreage: Existing Park 3.94 acres

1b Proposed Parksite 5.57 acres

1c Exclusive of On-site Parking 505ac | 5.13ac | 513ac | 5.13ac | 5.22ac
2a |Parking Spaces: Existing Park 76 On Street (Unstriped)

2b Proposed Park - On Street - unstriped 14 22 22 22 33
2c Proposed Park - On site 50 51 50 50 50

3 Parking Spaces: 8" width not LA Co. Std. X X X X X

4 Rear Parking Lot - potential "hang-out" on dead end st. X

5 Handicap Spaces too far from Bldg. entrance X

6a |Drive-by Surveillance by Police and Public on through street

6b Existing Park GOOD

6cC Proposed Parksite POOR | POOR | POOR | POOR | POOR
7a |Residential Edge across street from Park

b Existing Park 3 sides of park perimeter

7c Proposed Parksite 1 side of park perimeter

8a |Community Center Building

8b Existing Park 2,450 SF

8c Proposed Parksite 1,995 SF

9a |Soccer Field:

9b Proposed Fields 1 1MP 1MP 1MP 1
9c Missing 10' Safety Zone on all sides X

9d Substandard Field Size 90' X 295' [110' X 255'[115'-140" X 380') 115'-140' X 380'| 145 X 240’
9e Field hidden from through street visibility 75% 100% 100% 100% Far End
10a |Basketball Courts:
10b Courts at Existing Park 4 Courts
10c Proposed Courts 10 10 10 10 9
10c Courts hidden from through street visibility 4 4 4 4 0
1la [Childrens Play Equipment Areas
11b Proposed - distance from through street to dead end st. 75% 23% 23% 23% None
1llc Proposed - obscured from through street by other amenities X X X X None
12a [Walkways: Insufficient service vehicle widths / poor circulation X X X
13a |Tennis Courts

13b Existing Park 0 Courts

13b Proposed Parksite 4 | 4 | 4 | 4 | 4
14a |Tennis Courts w / windscreens(?) and/or Community Center

14b Blocking through street visibility into park 62% 46% 46% 46% 0%
15a [Horseshoe Pits:

15b Existing Park 1

15¢ Proposed Parksite 1 | 1 | 1 | 1 | 1
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Photos of Westside Park Alternative Site
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Proposed Park Looking East from Depressed Railroad Corridor across
East Alameda Street E. Alameda from Proposed Park

Cottage Street Cottage Street
Proposed Park on Left w/ Residential Across Proposed Park Edge on Left
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